Devotional - Stewardship

Opening

+ Today, we learned about stewardship, now let’s see what the Bible says about
stewardship.
e Read, or someone read the Teaching verse. FYI: The memory verse is further down

Matthew 25:14-30
: Read - The Parable of the Talents
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Memory Verse #I

Devotional

Big picture ) )
_ God has been good to you and given you many things, use them to help grow

His kingdom.

« Q: Do any of you have any special talents or abilities?
o list some of yours for ideas to boys

¢ Q: Where do you think you got that talent from? Who gave you that talent?

¢ Q: Or do you think you had everything to do with creating your talent or skill?
o jt's all about you

e Q:Have you ever used a God-given talent to help someone or used it in a way that God
got the glory?

+ The Parable of the Talents shows us that God gave us all our talents and skills. And
everything in the world belongs to God, because He made everything.

e The Parable says you should not be wasteful or lazy with all that God has given you. Each
one of you boys has at least one special talent, whether you know it yet or not. You truly
do. | bet your parents know at least one talent you have. That might be a subject worth
discussing with them.

¢ And, God has given you tons of stuff. But all that stuff belongs to Him, not you. Because
who made all the stuff you have? Right! God did! So, all your stuff and all your talents all
belong to Him.

e God doesn’t want to take your talent and He doesn’t want the stuff back He gave you.
He doesn’t need it. What God wants is for you to be a good STEWARD of all the things
that He has given you.

e Like in the Parable, who did God get mad at in the end? The guy that wasted his God-
given Talent.

e Who in the Parable was God pleased with? The two guys who used their God-given
Talents well.

« We need to act like the two guys in the Parable. We need to use our talents and
belongings God has given us to glorify Him. That is using your talents wisely and well.

o Jesus tells His disciples this Parable near the end of His life on earth. Before He was
crucified, Jesus is trying to give them as much truth as He can about God'’s coming
Kingdom. This Parable shows us what is important to God also needs be important to us.

* So, use your God-given talents and belongings wisely and well. Don’t be wasteful or lazy
with what you have. God gave them to you for a reason. You will be judged someday, just
like the Parable guys, on what you chose to do with God’s resources. Be a good Steward
for God!

Ask if anybody knows it yet and can say it? Read
it together 2X Consider having a memory verse
pamphlet for kids take home.

Psalm 27:1 The Lc?rd is my light and my
salvation—whom shall |

fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my
life—of whom shall | be afraid?

Topical Questions

|I. What are examples of using well
your God-given talents or
belongings?

2. What are examples of being lazy
or wasteful with your God-given :
talents and belongings?

3. Would you rather hear God tell
you, “Well done, good and
faithful servant! or “You wicked
servant?”

4. What is one thing you could
start doing today to use your
God-given talents or
belongings?

Closing Prayer

Dear Lord, we agree You are our Lord and Savior!
And, we thank You for giving us our talents and
belongings. We know everything comes from You!
Help these boys to remember that and to be
good stewards of the gifts You have given them.
Keep them from being lazy or wasteful with what
they have. Help them to use Your resources
wisely. In Jesus Christ’s name we pray. Amen!
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